CHRISTIAN ON CAMPUS

Friday Night Fellowship
Session 8: Living Letters Of Christ By Beholding And Reflecting His Glory

. God’s heart’s desire is to mingle Himself with us.
Ex 12:3 Speak to all the assembly of Israel, saying, On the tenth of this month each man shall
take a lamb according to his fathers’ house, a lamb for a household.
Ex 12:4 And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor next to his
house shall take one according to the number of the persons in the houses; according to each
man’s eating you shall make your count for the lamb.
Jn 1:29 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world!

Il. We are living letters of Christ inscribed with the Spirit of the living God on our hearts.
2Co 3:3 Since you are being manifested that you are a letter of Christ ministered by us,
inscribed not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God; not in tablets of stone but in tablets of
hearts of flesh.
2Co 3:4 And such confidence we have through Christ toward God,
2Co 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to account anything as from ourselves; but our
sufficiency is from God,
2Co 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

lll. We are mirrors beholding and reflecting the glory of the Lord.
2Co 3:16 But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.
2Co 3:17 And the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
2Co 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord
Spirit.

Today's Reading
LIVING LETTERS OF CHRIST

When ink is applied to paper, it is mingled with the paper. Christ Himself desires to be
inscribed into our being so that we can become living letters of Christ. A letter of Christ is one
composed of Christ as the content to convey and express Christ. All believers of Christ should be
such a living letter of Christ, that others may read and know Christ in their being. Our heart, as the
composition of our conscience (the leading part of our spirit), mind, emotion, and will, is the tablet
upon which the living letters of Christ are written with the living Spirit of God. This implies that Christ is
written into every part of our inner being with the Spirit of the living God to make us His living letters
that He may be expressed and read by others in us.

Christ desires to be written into every part of our inner being, our heart, but we may be
preoccupied by many other things. Our heart may be preoccupied with our family, our material
possessions, our education, our job, or our future expectations. How many preoccupations are in our



heart, giving no room for Christ to write Himself into us? Furthermore, our heart may be closed to
Christ. The preoccupations of our heart and the closing of our heart have to be dealt with. The
filthiness, the uncleanness, of our heart also needs to be dealt with. Is our mind pure? Is our emotion
clean? Is our will right? We all have to confess that to one degree or another there is dirt in our mind,
emotion, and will. Although we may come to the church meetings, we need to ask ourselves how
much of Christ has been written into us. There may be no possibility, no ground, no opportunity, for
the Lord to come in to write Himself into us because our heart is preoccupied with other things, closed
to the Lord, and dirty, impure. By the Lord’s mercy we need to open our being to Him. When we open
our heart to Him, He gets in. He is waiting for us to open to Him so that He can write Himself into our
inner being.

People should be able to read Christ in our being, in what we are. When we think, love, and
make decisions, there should be the expression of Christ. When people notice our thoughts, our
desires, our love, our hatred, the decisions that we make, and what we choose, they should be able to
read something of Christ. For Christ as the Spirit of the living God to be inscribed into our being is for
Him to mingle Himself with us. Christ is within us, but how much of Christ has been written into our
mind, emotion, and will? It may be that our heart is preoccupied. We may listen to the ministry of the
word and get nothing because we are preoccupied.

The Lord’s main concern is not for what we do outwardly but for what we are. He wants to
dispense Himself, inscribe Himself, into our mind, emotion, and will all the time. One brother may be
very good in his natural disposition. He may be nice, humble, and very stable. Since he got saved, he
is so nice and humble all the time, and everyone likes him. He even comes to the church meetings on
a regular basis. But it may be that this brother is always closed to the Lord. The Lord is within his spirit
as a prisoner. Outwardly he is such a nice brother, and he is really stable. But the Lord has no way to
write on his heart because he is not open to the Lord.

There may be another brother who is not good in his natural disposition. Right after he got
saved, he may have backslidden. Then he came back to the Lord and confessed his sins, opening his
heart to the Lord. This gave the Lord a chance to write on his being. Maybe a little later, this brother
had a fight with some other brothers. Then he repented and realized that he was wrong. He confessed
to the Lord and opened his heart again, so the Lord dispensed more of Himself into this brother. We
have to consider where these brothers will be after fifteen years with the Lord. The one brother is so
nice, humble, and stable, but always closed to the Lord. The other brother is not good according to his
natural disposition, but gradually more and more of Christ has been wrought into him. The Christ who
has been wrought into him will gradually swallow up his bad disposition, and there will be a real
transformation with this brother. This shows us that the Christian life is not a life of outward doing, of
outward working, but a life of inward transforming.

MIRRORS BEHOLDING AND REFLECTING THE GLORY OF THE LORD

The second illustration in 2 Corinthians 3 is that we are mirrors beholding and reflecting the
glory of the Lord. We are mirrors beholding Christ and reflecting Him, but the problem is that
sometimes our heart is turned away from the Lord. Thus, we have to turn our heart to Him. Whenever
our heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away (v. 16). The Lord is waiting for us to turn our heart to
Him. He is indwelling our spirit, and our spirit is the hidden man of our heart. Our heart must be turned
inwardly to the indwelling Christ. Then we will behold Him and reflect Him. We have to turn our heart
to Him all the time, morning and evening, day and night. Even while we are working or driving our car,



we must turn our heart to Him. The more that we turn to Him and behold Him, the more we will reflect
Him and be transformed into His image.

When we open ourselves to behold Him, He as the living Spirit imparts Himself into us. Whenever we
behold the Lord, we return ourselves to the spirit. We need to look away from everything unto Jesus,
who is the living Spirit in our spirit. When we behold Him, He has the ground and the opportunity to
impart Himself into us. This imparting of Himself into us will transform us.

When tea is added to plain water, the tea becomes mingled with the water, and the tea
transforms the water in color, in expression, and in flavor. The water is in the tea, and the tea is in the
water. In the same way Christ is in us, and we are in Christ. Just as the tea and the water are mingled
together, we and Christ are mingled together. The Lord is doing a mingling and transforming work
within us. The Lord’s work is not a matter of outward adjustment, outward correction, or outward
improvement, but a matter of Him imparting Himself into our being from within us. The more He
imparts Himself into us, the more He mingles Himself with us and the more He will transform us.

We are transformed by the living Spirit. Second Corinthians 3:18 tells us that we are
transformed into the same image from glory to glory even as from the Lord Spirit. He is the living Spirit
within us, so we have to pay our attention to the Spirit all the time. We have to learn to open to Him. If
we open ourselves to Him, He will have a way to purify us, to purge us, to saturate us, to permeate us,
to fill us, to mingle Himself with us, and to transform us. Transformation takes place by this living One
imparting Himself more and more into us. He imparts Himself into us by our drinking Him, eating Him,
and breathing Him in. To eat Him, drink Him, and breathe Him in is to allow Him to write Himself into
us, to inscribe Himself into us, by our beholding Him. He is the living Spirit waiting within us, so we
need to learn to turn ourselves to the Spirit and open to Him. Then He will saturate us, and we will be
transformed.



